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HE Hiſtory of MARY 

| Qucen of Scots has 
made fo great a Noiſe 
in the World, that I 


thought it would not be unwel- 


come, to communicate ſome Ori- 
ginal Letters written with her 
own Hand; and which, either 
never came to the Peruſal of 
thoſe who have written of her, 
or were not thought proper to be 
inſerted; becauſe they ſeem to 
prove, a little more plain than 
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apiſts with. her Converſa- 


4 tio! with the Earl of Bothwell : 
But Jam of Opinion, that the 
former of theſe two Reaſons is 


the right; and I doubt not but 
my Readers will be of the ſame, 
when I ſhall inform them, that 
theſe Letters, being found after 


the Deceaſe of the Earl's Secre- 


tary, by the Heir of the Eſtate, 
they have ever ſince been pre- 
ſerv'd in the Family, from Ge- 


neration to Generation, till the 


Race being extinct, they fell into 
the Hands of a Gentleman who 


look'd on himſelf as leſs oblig'd 


to conceal them. A Reverend 


Clergyman of the Church of 


England being, ſome Time ago, 
* to publiſh the Hiſtory of 
this 


PREFAC 


this Queen, intended to nk 
theſe Letters: But having chang'd 
his Mind ; through his Intereſt, 
I obtain'd Copies of them: My 
Underſtanding in Characters, al- 
molt of all kinds, tho* never ſo 
_ obſolete, made him think me a 
proper Perſon to render them 
| intelligible ; which, I hope, I 
have done to the Satisfaction of 
as many as 12 peruſe them. 


E. Gunmen 
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To the Bookſeller. 

N | 

I aring you are about to publiſh the 
II Leiters of Mary Quecn of Scots 
710 Bothwell ; and having an Opportunity, 
fome Time ago, of perufmg the Originals, th 
farsfy the Curuſity: of ſome Friends, I col- 
keded the incloſed Abſtract of ber Life, 
2007 ſamẽ Remarks on each Letter, to vin- 
dicate her of ſeveral = r falſiy laid 
to her Charge by. the Partial and Brib'd 
Buchannan. By adding of them to the Let- 


ters, you wh (n0 doubt) oblige moſt of your 
Reagers, and 2 Particular 


Tour unknown Friend, 
B. S. 
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Errata. Page 10. Line 3. for Mirror, read 


Minion. P. 12. L. 6. for Corcoin, 4 Lorrains 
P. 13. I. 10. for ſatified, read falſified. 
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Juſt Publiſh'd, The preſent State of Poetry, a Satire. 
 Adareff'd to a Friend, and dedicated to Mr. 
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Neceſſary Obſervations on the Act for the Relief of 
Inſoluent Debtors : Proving the ſaid Att to be 
of” great Uſe to Creditors. as well as to Debtors, 


y Roderich Mackenzie, Sen. Quondam A, A, 


Szld by the al cue J. Millan. 


EI. 


This firſt Letter, as appears by Brantome' Me- 
 moirs, muſt be written when the Earl of Both- 
Well was in Baniſhment ; where he had been 
ſome Time, on an Information given ly the Lord 
Arran, That he had conſpir d againft the Life of 
Murray: Beſides, the Complaint ſhe makes in it 
how impoſſible it is for her to act as ſhe wou'd do, 
having her Power limited by two ry Fa- 
tions, perfettly agrees with Spotſwood, Sir 
James Melvil, and almoſt all the Authors who 
have written the Hiſtories of thoſe Times ; the 
later of them very confidently. affirming, that ſhe 
had never conſented to marry with Lord Darly, 
but that ſhe hop d, ly that Means, to ſuppreſs 
the Incroachments which the two Parties, head- 
ed by Hamilton and Murray, were daily mak< 
ing on her Prerogativee 


0 coplainof ne, my dear 
JM Bothwell, without Cauſe : Did 

ou know what unſurmounta- 
ble Difficulties attend a Perſon 
of my Station, in the Purſuit 


of an Affair, ſuch as ours, you would 
not blame, but pity me: All my Moments 
_ B "= 


2 Original Letters of 


are taken up with Conſultations------- the 
Diſtraction of the Times overwhelm me 
] ought to exchange this ſoft and gentle 
Nature of mine, for one all rough and 
maſculine, to be able to cope with the 
Oppoſitions I daily meet with; --- beſides, 
the Lord _ 1s perpetually with me, 
pretends to teſtify his Paſſion by his Jea- 
louſy ; and, back” 'd by that aſſuming Ar- 
bitratreſs of my Fate, the Engh/o Queen, 
already takes upon him the Authority of a 
Husband ------- What can I do? torn and 
divided between different Factions, both 
equally pernicious to their Sovereign's In- 
tereſt------Yet 1n Spite of the contending 
Storms, in Spite of Buſineſs, Cares, and 
all my vaſt Fatigues, ſtill does my Heart 
find Room for Love: Ves, 1 proteſt, 
my eyer dear Bothwell, that, for an 
humble Life with you, 1 gladly wou'd 
exchange this Load of Greatneſs, and 
throw it to thoſe who ſeem fo ambitious 
of it, this gaudy Burthen of a Crown: 
But even That is a Privilege deny d me; 
J muſt either continue to reign, or ceaſe 
to live; my Power is all that can protect 
my Bothwell ; ſhou'd I relinquiſh you, or 


want the Means of preſerving you? it is 
not 


A » 


Mary Queen of Scots. 3 
not the pretended Friendſhip of the ever- 
changing' Murray wot!'d afford you any 


_ Shelter : Do not therefore impute it to 


my Want of Impatience to ſee you, that 
I ttill delay your coming to Edinbugb; tis 
for the future Repote of us both, that 1 
command you to tarry yet a little longer 
where you are : But methinks I need not 
any Arguments to convince you, that it 
is wholly: your Intereſt I ſtudy; too pre- 
cious have been the Proofs 1 have given 
you of my Tenderneſs for you, to doubt 
the Sincerity of it; nor do I believe you 
want Senſe or Gratitude to acknowledge 
what I have done for you----------T'ime, 


however, muſt be the Touch-Stone of 
the Hearts of both write to me as 
uſual : Believe me; all the Conſolation 


your unhappy Queen enjoys, is in hear- 
ins from you, till Fate allows us the 
Bleſſing of a nearer Converſation, which 
J hope and pray may be ſooner than you 


expect, and as ſwift as my Deſires. ------- 


A Legion of Angels attend and be your 
Guard from all extertor Harms, and keep 
you ever faithful to | _—_—_ 


B 2 . S. 


4 OG: 1 


r 
I had forgot to warn you of Lord Him: 
ris, he deſigns you a Viſit; it can be for 
no other Reaſon than to pry into your 
Behaviour; be cautious of your ſelf 
before him. Farcwell, 


CE. Pe? LY 
LETTER II. 


This. F eems. to he ꝛc ritten 4 final Time afier the 
Former; and both, according to Buchannan, 
_ muſt bear Date about the Middle of the Tear 
Ms” She was at that Time greatly incom- 
2d by the Faction of the Hamiltons; and was 
2. the# beginning to contrive Meaſ? ures 2 their 
Rain, as appears by — 5 n Spotſ- 
wood, and n | 


1 5 is with a Tranſport proportionable 
to my late Inquietitudes, that 1 now 
Command the Pretence of my dear Both- 
well----- the greateſt Part of my Anxieties 
are over; £ abeth has chang'd her Mind 
in Favour oſ my Lord Darly, and [I ſhall 
be perſecuted no more with her Menaces 
or Perſuaſions on his Score; Murray alſo 
declares himſelf an Enemy to t he — 
| an 


1 


Mary Queen of Scots. F 


and I ſhall have the double Satisfaction of 


obliging my Subjects and my ſelf ;----but 
oh! there remains a greater Felicity, in 


Store for me, I ſhall not only be eas'd of 
the Solicitations of the Man J hate, but 


enjoy with mote Security than ever, the 
Society of him I love.------- The Council 
ſeem perfectly ſatisfy d of your Innocence 
as to the late Troubles ; you will have a 
public Mandate to recal you; but I can- 
not reſtrain my Impatience from ſending 
you this Harbinger of our approaching 


Happinels; ---- be ſecret, however, I con- 


jure you, a too quick Diſcovery of your 
Contentment yet, might ruin all: ------ 
Always remember this, That the Favou- 
rites of Princes have as many Obſervers, 
as Eyes upon them, I learn'd this Max- 
im from Katherine de Medicis, to wear a 
Countenance the reverſe of my Heart.---- 
Propoſals frequently are made for no other 


Reaſon, than to ſound the Inclinations of 


the Perſons to whom they are offer'd ; 
that politick Queen therefore never diſ- 
cloſes either the Pleaſure or Diſcontent 


ſhe conceives at what ſhe hears ; but, 
leaving it to Time to bring out the Rea- 


lity, fathoms the Whole of the Deſign, 
— without 


6 Original Letters of 


without giving even thoſe who think 


themſelves in the very Bottom of her Se- 


crets, Liberty to know the leaſt of her 
Thoughts; it is alſo by this Means that 
Elixabeth circumvents all the Plots of her 
Enemies: And this, in fine, is the only 


Security of a Great and Envy d Perſon.— 


Diflemble, therefore, my dear Bothwell ! 
with all the World but me, who, I do 


-believe, will be moſt pleas'd when moſt I 


know your Heart; ſee the Conhdence 
which Love inſpires, Jealouſy and Suſpi- 
cion are Paſhons I am utterly a Stranger 
to; but in the Affairs of State, I confeſs 
I have Vanity enough to aſſure my ſelf, 
that the Man | condeſcend to favour in the 
Manner I have done you, cannot but be 


mine; — as for the Divorce you writ to 


me concerning, I wou'd not have you 
think of it as yet; the Times are at pre- 
ſent too much unſettled, and your Wife 
has powerful Friends; ſtrengthen firſt 
your own Intereſt, which may be a Means 
to weaken hers; and leave to me and your 
good Friend the Biſhop of Roſs, to ma- 
nage That thereafter ; we have already 
laid the Scheme, and I am certain that 
-worthy Man will not fail to perform — 

— art 


Mary Qzeen of Scots. 7 


Part enjoyn'd him, to the Satisfaction of 
us both ; in the mean time, wou'd not 
have you give the leaſt Hint of your De- 
fign : But of this we ſhall have Leiſure to 
talk at your Arrival. I have theſe three 
Days waited an Opportunity to convey to 
you the tender Meanings of my Soul, and 


muſt not waſte the precious Moment in 
dull Narrations. ----- No Time is pleaſing 


to me, that 1s not ipent in giving you 
new Demonſtrations of my Affection; well 
may I err in the Rules of Government 
and State, when all my Thoughts are 
taken up with Love ; and yet perhaps I 
ſhou'd be lets capable than I am, if my 
Concern for the Eſtabliſhment of your 
Happineſs did not make me now and then 
apply my ſelf to thoſe Maxims, which 
alone can have the Power to fix 1t,----the 


Ambition I have to make you Great, keeps 


alive my Deſire of continuing fo my ſelf.— 
the Scepter, I am very certain, wou'd ſoon 
grow too unweildy for the Weakneſs of 
my Hand, were 1t not for the charming 
Hope l ſhou'd ſhortly have, the Means to 
transfer it into yours; 'tis there I wiſh 
to ſee it ſhine, and logk on my ſelf but as 
the Steward of the glorious Relict, ------- 
| = 
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I do believe, however, that there are Joys 
in my Power to beſtow, infinitely more 
valuable to you than this; but I think 
not my Heart and Perſon ufficient Re- 
ward tor the Merits of my Babel, and 
long for the happy Hour when I may give 
a Kingdom in Dowry with my Love, till 
then I cannot ſay my Joy is perfectly com- 
pleat, nor will I ever reſt till this, the 
tupreameſt Deſire my Soul can know, is 
accompliſh'd----I am now going to Coun- 
cil, where J have order'd it ſo, that th 
Earl of Hamilton, whom I know yqur 
Enemy, ſhall be accus'd of Things which) | 
for a Time, at leaft, ſhall deprive him of 
the Power of giving any Interruption to WF 
the Happinets I propote to my ſelf, in II 
the Enjoyment of my dear Bathwell's : al 
Converſation ---- Adicu. Expect in a few. tn 
Days to be calfd to Court, and to _. 3 ER 
a Arms of I. 


1 


Mary _ of Scots. 9 


ess 88 — OT 
" LeTTER III. 


i Letter was written in the Beginning of the | 


Tear 1564, at:whic) Time Queen Elizabetli 


propos d the Earl of Leiceſter to her for a Hyſ- 
and, according i» Cambden, Holingſhed, and 
al. [moſt all the Hi foray who mention that A 
Fair with H vnde r ; the gre ate ſi Politicians of 
ten Age mot being alle to fathom the ſecret 
| Mtives which induc'd her to ſo unexpetted a 


S - Bebavicnre 

HY NY —-— good GoD! how are the 
5 

2 

8 

* 

— 


Hat a ſudden Turn in our Affairs! 
Face of all Things alter di. ſcarce have 
I Courage to report the Story; but you, 
alas! are but too well acquainted with 


the Misfortune in general, tho' the Par- 
ticulars cannot yet have reach'd you. 


he Eugliſb Queen, the Tool of lier curs'd: 
polity, the Property of her Ambition, 

vithout a Friend to aid me : --------- She 

cites me now, That her "SPAM for 

breaking off the Match with Darly, were 

5 the thinks u more n 
7 


1, 


I am for ever doom'd to be the Vaſlal of 
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of my Crown and Bed. ---- Lezceſter, rais'd 
but by her partial Favour, and long the 
Mirror of her looleſt Wiſhes, muſt now 
be recompenc'd with the Scotifh Crown, 
—— but it ſhall periſh firſt, ----- tho Mur- 
ray and the Faction again threaten to take 
up Arms, tho' the Remainder of the Gor- 
don Race rejoyce in this Opportunity of 
Revenge, not all I have endur'd, nor all I 
can endure ſhall tright me to an Act fo 
loath'd, ſo ſcorn'd ----- no, 1f not decreed 
for Bothwell, I] will be for no other ; ----- 
in this J will be Miſtreſs of my ſelf, as 
for the reſt let Fate diſpoſe ; I am grown 
weary of the Light, and almoſt cou'd re- 
ſign that Life they make ſo wretched, by 
| perpetual Troubles.------- Attempt not to 
appear in £dinbaryh ] intreat you, where 
all Things being i in Confuſion, in this 
univerſal Hurry, you may fall a Victim 
to the Malice of your Enemies; I am 
now more than ever concern'd, that Mur- 
7ay, fearful of your betraying thoſe ſe- 
cret Practices he formerly intruſted to 
your Care, privately conſpires againſt 
your Lite--------- Hamilton gave me ſome 
Hints of it the other Day, and Donelaſ: 
afterwards, in Heat of Blood, 1 d 
iq ; DY 
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by a Debate between em in my Preſence, 
confirm'd it all ; all are falſe, all Fraytors 
to their Queen. Oh Bothwell] where 
is one faithful Friend to be choſe out a- 
mong a Thouſand baſe Defigners-—-I aim 
not at Encreaſe of Power, oppreſs not 


my poor Subjects by exorbitant Taxa- 


tions; nor envy the Provinces my Neigh- 
bours rule; all I deſire is to poſſeſs, in 
Peace, the little Territories 1 was born 
to govern, and that is deny'd me ſure 


1 was born to everlaſting Cares like 


Hydra's Heads, one no ſooner diſappears 


than another rites in its Room, and drives 


— 
/// ES” 6 T4 1. of 


devoted to the Intereſt of my dear Both- 
well ; and will yet, ſome Way or other, 
compleat his Happineſs, or ok in the 
Attempt. ---If you have any Advice which 
may be of Service in this Exigence, let 
it be ſpeedy ; for never had I more Need 


of Conſolation. - Tours, M. R. 


. 1 "We 
TY - 
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P. I, EY f 
Dixect as your laſt, under a Cover to 
the Nuncio, that Man I think is faithful; 
but bewar of Scaton, he has a Brother in 
the Service of the Hamiltons; I more than 


well, Pity me, and continue to love me. 


2 4 wrt 59. 44. K 
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ern IV. 


He Contents of this Epiſtle makes it er ident to be 
written immediately after her Marriage with 
Lord Darly; and not only Melvil, but ſeveral 
:* other Hiſtorians alſo repurt, that the Earl Both- 
well was recall d to Court about that Time ; the 
Reaſons ſhe gives for her Conſent to the, Mar 
" Yiage are ſuch as, whoever Yeads am of th 
Treatiſes of her Life, will find both natural and 
reaſonable ; all the Writers concuriing in 2 | 
1 8 - that 


e 
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| that if ſhe had continu'd ſingle, the Parties of 
Hamilton a Murray w:4's, in a ſhort Time, 
have left her nothing but the Name of Queen, 


F "\Ruel as your Reproaches are, ] par- 

don them; but oh! too little tem- 
ſible of the Pangs I feel, you ought ra- 
ther to have apply'd Balſams than Corr- 
fives to Wounds like mine: Tis true, 
1 am married, and have given my ſelf to 
another, and in, that Act have ſatisfy'd 
the oft repeated Promiſes I made you: 


But were Self- Intereſt forgot, and impar- 
tial Juſtice had Liberty to ſpeak, you 


wou'd with the ſofteſt Compaſſion retie& 
on the ſad Neceſſity which torc'd me to 
it France, Spam, England and Rome 
were providing me Husbands; Murray 
was depriving me of every Thing but 
the Name of Queen ; how but by Mar- 
riage, cou'd I put a Stop to the Solicita- 
tions of the one Side, or have curb'd the 
Inſolence of the Other? Well you know 
it was not in my Power to make Choice 
of you, without I cou'd have been con- 


¶ tent not only to ſee my Crown torn from 


me, but alſo reſign both our Lives to glut 


the implacable Malice of our Foes.— 
23 You tell me the Lord Darly is handſome, 


and 


and well made; ungenerous Bothwell ! 
* 9 . . 
well are you convinc'd J have no Eyes for 


big d: Nor can Elizabeth, with any Show 


of Juſtice, blame me, becauſe it was on 


my Revenge on Murray. Oh, 
well! did you but know with what un- 


— — Ss es 
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any Charms but yours ; what induc'd me 
to make Choice of him rather than any 
other, was, becauſe I wou'd avoid giving 
any Umbrage to the contending Princes, 
whoſe equal Pretenſions might have ex- 
pected equal Favour; but in this Mar- 
riage, which in the World's Eye will ſeem 
wholly induc'd by Inclination, - neither 
Rome, nor France, nor Spain can be diſo- 


her Recommendation I firſt  coniented to 
Iiſten to his Suit; and in preferring him 
to Leiceſter, ] cannot but have the Appro- 
bation of the whole judging World. 
Think not that it is Love which furniſhes | 
me with Arguments to juſtify my Choice, 
for I proteſt by the ſame dread Power, by 
which 1 have ſo often ſwore, that Both- 3 
well was the deareit Thing on Earth, that 
he is ſtill, and ever will be fo, while 1) 
Have Life ; and Darly but the 28 , 
0th» | 


paralel'd Tyranny I was treated by that 
aſſuming Traytor, you wou'd not _ | 
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I had Recourſe, for Shelter, to this Ex- 
pedient; — the haughty Arrogance of 
both him and Hamilton are now reduc'd 


to low Submiſſions; and tho' they mur- 


% 
* 


mur, dare not complain. Depend on 
this Truth, That nothing leſs than what 


I have done, cou'd have ſecur'd the Life 


of Bothwell: The cruel and deſigning 
Murray had inevitably made you the Sa- 
crifice of his Ambition; and I think it 
needleſs to tay that Motive was ſufficient, 
and perhaps the moſt weighty of any, to 


influence me to this Action; that by ma- 


king my. Perſon the Victim of one, I 


might preſerve the dearer Part of me from 
falling one to the other more deſtructive 
Paſſion; 
inſpire the new-· made King with Notions 


the firſt Step I took, was to 


to your Advantage. By the Time this 


reaches you, you will receive an Order to 
return to Court, where you will be en- 
courag'd and promoted: +— I ſhall ſee 


you, my dear Bothwell, tho not as I cou'd 
with ; yet I ſhall ſee you in Safety, and 


while Heaven permits that Bleſſing to me, 


I never can be truly miſerable. 


| M. R, | 


LETTER 
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Lerras V. 


There can be no Certainty of the Date cf this, any 
further than thot it was writ preſently ater the 
Arrival of Bothwell ; they having neter, as the 
Contents expreſſes, {een each other in Privatey 
till this Billet eppornted the Place of Aſſignation ? 
The La Lacy, at whiſe Houſe it was they met 
deus a near Relation to the Ears Mother, and 
' entirely in his Intereſt, as appears not only by tle 
Traft which the Queen repo;d in her, ut alſo ly 


her affiting him with a large Sum of Mentyy 
when, befire bis Taniour with the Court-Part:, 


his Fetravagancies had reanc'd him to great 


"Straits. The from Cauſſin, who, to render it 


-. Tmprob alle thatithe Queen ſbon d love him, ſpeaks 
, bi Perjon. «nd Behauiour with the utmoſt 


EE THI ve Moe T2 2s gs Wig : 
Conte p', calling him a Man of a deſperate For- 
tine, and capal le of. the moft mean and vile 

bug Action. 3 J 12 - 1 ; G 5 » - 29 f 


9 ws 


J Believe you are now perfectly con- 


Vvincid that there was an abſolute Ne- 


ceſſity for my Marriage, tho the Regret 


with which you behold me in another's: 
Arms, will not permit you to acknou- 
ledge. it, — I loſt nothing of the few 
Words you ſpoke to me as you left 


| the: 
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the Drawing-Room ; I have provided 
to gratify the Impatience they expreſt for 
a Renewal of thoſe Joys we have been ſo 
long depriv'd of : —The Lady Lacy, 
who 1s 1n the Secret of my Heart, pre- 
| tends an Indiſpolition, a Viſit from me 
will not be wonder't at, becaule the whole 
Court knows how much ſhe is in my Fa- 
vour; 1 will be at her Apartment to Mol- 
row about Seven in the Evening, but 
wou'd have you prevent that Hour, leit 
any of the Pages, or Maids of Honour, 


who attend me, ſhou'd take Notice of 
tis ealy for you to 


your being there 
go zncoomto; I with to Heaven it were no 
greater Difficulty for me our Inter- 
views wou'd then be more frequent, and 


Love abundantly make up for Want of 


Grandeur; — but I ſhall deter giving you 
any Teſtimonies of the Tranſport which 
the Expectation of ſeeing you affords, till 
Jam ſo bleſt in Reality. ------- Adieu, my 


dear, dear Botheuell. I have Time to add 
no more, than that I am, and ever (hal! 


be 


Tours, 


— 


Al. R. 


LTT 
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LETTER VL 


This was ſent to Bothwell at the Time when the 


Animoſities between the Queen and her Husl and 

deere grown to the utmoſt Height; and proves, 
that if ſhe were acceſſary to his Deatb, it was, 
however, contriv'd and plotted ly Murray, tho? 
Buchannan, with ſo much Warmth, eſporſes 
his Cauſe, contrary to all the other Authors of 
that Time, who clearly make manifeſt, that both 
he and Morton were the chief” Abettors of that 
horrid Deed. = 


Ith a Difficulty not to be imagin'd, 
not to be expreſt, do I get an 
Opportunity of writing this; my bodily 
Indiſpoſition, joyn'd to the Troubles of 
my Mind, render me uncapable of Inven- 
tion; I ſuffer my ſelf to endure the eter- 
nal Preſence of the Perſons ] moſt hate, 


rather than be at the Pains of making an . 
Excuſe to be alone; that Spirit, that 
Courage which was us'd to bear me thro 


the greateſt Fatigues, is now evaporated 
and extinct ;----a Lazineſs of Soul poſ- 
ſeſſes me, I cannot think, cannot reſolve 


on any thing aſſiſt me. in this Perplexity, 


my 


C 


4 


. 
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| my dear Bot hwell, — adviſe me, comfors 


me, find ſome Way for my Relief; I have 
no Friend but you, and ture, if you are 
ſuch, you will not ſuffer me long to en- 
dure theſe Inſults. But what is it I am 
asking? Tis dangerous to be loyal ;--- 
poor Rzez9, only becauſe he lov'd his 
Queen, fell a Sacrifice to the Tyranny of 
this injurious Husband ; my Life is next, 
nor am I ſpar'd, but for the Sake of the 
unborn Heir of Empire ; deliver'd once 


of that dear Burthen, my Buſineſs in this 


World is done, and Darly will reign alone; 
l know my Death alone can gratify 
the Ambition of that ungrateful Man, or 
the unceaſing Malice of the Exgliſb Queen 
yet might a Way be found to ſnatch me 
trom the Ruin, had any One the Bold- 
neſs to attempt It. ----- Murray all ſtern 
and fierce, as he is by Nature, expreſſes 
a Concern for my ill Treatment, and ſeemd 
to hint at ſome Deſign on Foot for my re- 
covering that Prerogative I fo unadviſedly 
gave up, but he, alas! has been ſo ſullen 
already, ſo arbitrary and inſulting when 
in Power, I dread to inveſt him with the 
lame again; I fear it would be but ex- 
changing one Misfortune for another, ---- 


D 2 5 If 
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If he ould communicate any of his In- 
tentions to you, Anſwer him with Cau- 
tion ;---if he could be fincere, I know he 
has the Means to ſerve me, fathom him, 
if poſhble, and let me know your Op1- 
nion, directed under a Cover to Lady 
Lacy. The Biſhop of Roſs informs me, 


That Morton is returning from the North, 


if fo, I may believe that Murray's Work- 
ing Brain has not been idle, but whether 

for mine or his own Intereſt, Heaven only 
can relolve : ---- Keep a fair Correſpond- 
enc2 with him, however, till we lee the 
Iflue, which a little Time will ſoon deter- 
mine. — I would reward the Fidelity of 


Laruch by giving him fome handtome 


Poſt about me, but as Affairs are, it may 
be dangerous both for him and me ; at- 
ſure him of my Gratitude and Favour 
when once the Times permit me to make 


Show. of it. Farewell, Keep me ever 
in your Thoughts. 

\ AI. R. 

. | 


Since I wrote this, Murray has been to 


viſit me, and finding me all bath'd in 


Tears, the daily Tribute which my Griefs 


exacts, bad me be of good Comfort, for 
4 


a Blow wou'd ſoon be given, which would 
reſtore all Things to their proper Order; 
I know not what he means, unleſs it be 


the Death of the King, nor had } Time 


to ask: Hamilton came in and broke oft 
our Converſation.— I with you wou'd 
endeavour to inform your ſelf and me 
with all convenient Speed, but do it in a 
Manner that he may not think I am con- 
cern'd in the Enquiry. Once more, 
adieu, my ever dear Botbucll; pity me, 
pray for me, and never ceaſe to love 
me. 


2264424423444 22222428 


LETTER VII. 


here is little contain d in this, any more than 
Confirmation of the foregoing One, viz. That 
Morton aud Murray were the firſt Propo'ers of 
the Murder of the King, and that Bothwell was 
zo more than their Agent in the Affair, as, in- 
deed, is manifeſt enovgh, in their being the Pei 
Jons, Who made « kind of mock Accuſation, that 


they might have the better Opportunity of elear- 
ing him Iy a Form of Judicature. Su 


HAT I anfwer'd yours no fooner, 
was owing to the Struggles 1n my 


Mand, occation'd by Propofals fo ſhock- 
ing 
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ing to a Woman of my gentle Nature. --- 
Heaven knows | love not Blood, and the 

Thoughts of ſeeing that of a Husband's 

ſpilt is terrible to Reflection; yet Self- 
1 Preſervation is the Firſt of Laws, and if 
| | 1 there remains no other Means, muſt ſub- 
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mit to this: could with, either that 
Murray were not engag'd in the Deſign, 
or that he did not know I were acquaint- 
| ed with it: — You, my dear Bothwell, 
if are too liable to give Credit to his Inſinu- 
it ations, But J both fear and hate him, ---- 
Who knows what Uſe he may hereafter 
make of the Guilt he obliges me to be- 
come a Sharer in? — But it is now paſt 
Remedy, and I mult make a Show of 
Confidence. Never was a Soul more 
hurried than mine has been this dreadful 
VMight, — a Thouſand horrible Idea's have 
wii run thro! my diſtracted Brain, ſometimes 
methought I ſaw the King all coyer'd o'er 
with Wounds, and with his dying Breath 
imploring Vengeance on his inhumane 
Murderers; — at others, wild Imagina- 
tion preſented the Conſpiracy unravel'd, 
and Morton, your ſelf, and Murray, al- 
ready fallen the Victims of his Revenge, 


while he, exulting in his Cruelty, held 
55 a 
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a drawn Dagger at my trembling Breaſt. 


----- Oh! what Variety of Horrors has 


this Deſign involv'd me in - Why was I 
endu'd with a Soul ſo little capable of 
Cruelty, yet urg'd to Acts which have fo 
much the Appearance of 1t ?----I never 
lov'd this Darty, and his Ingratitude has 


made me hate him, yet cou'd |-with Plea- 


ſure part with ſome of my Blood to ran- 
ſome his, were there a Poſhbility of avoid- 
ing it, how am | guilty then ?---"Tis he 
himſelf that brings on his own Fate ; he 
forces me, he drives me to this abhorr'd 
Extremity, and his muſt be the Blame. --- 
Oh! that I coud always retain this 
Thought, that I cou'd wholly baniſh a 
Softnels prejudicial to my Peace, but *twill 


- not be, in Spite of my Efforts, and all 


my monſt'rous Wrongs, Pity returns and 


overwhelms my Soul :--- Cure me of this 
Weakneſs, and inſpire me with Notions 


uitable to theEnterprize in Hand, the very 


Idea of it will otherwiſe diſtract me, and 
in the Moment of its Execution, I ſhall 
cry out, Forbear, and all betray. — Ex- 
ert then, my dear Bothwell, that all-pre- 
vailing Wit and Eloquence of yours, to 
furniſh me with Arguments to — 
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ſo. unſeaſonable a Tenderneſs; tis in your 
Power to make me almoſt any Thing. —— 
Repreſent the Injuries I have receiv'd 
from this Tyrannick Husband, the vaſt 
Indignities, the Dangers which nothing 
but his Death can free me from ;----- put 


RE 


above all, make me remember that while 


he lives, I am depriv'd of Power to ren- 
der Bothevell happy; ---- that laſt Remon- 
ſtrance, perhaps, may arm my feeble Re- 
folution, and while that glorious Image 
is in View, Icou'd, methinks, with un- 
relenting Hands, my ſelf perform the fa- 
tal Deed. I expect a Letter from you 
this Night, with a further Account of 
the whole Plan of this Deſign, which, 
while in Agitation, will never ſuffer me 
to know a Moment's Peace. — Afford 
me all the Satisfaction you are able, 1n 
this Tempeſt of my divided Thoughts, 


and know that what I do, I do for you. 


M. R. 
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LETTER VIII. 

This plainly appears to be written ſoon. aftet the 
Murder of the King, which happening on the 
oth of” February, 1564, and the Proceſs of Di- 

_ vorce between the Earl of Bothwell, and Jane 

Gordon his Wife, being iſſued out on the 26th of 

April, the ſame Tear, makes it evident, That 
this muſt be ſent to him before he had ſollicited 

the Court upon it. Concerning theTimes of theſe 
Two Tranſactioms, there is no need to quote any 
vans Author, all Hiſtories agreeing as to 
this. s 1 | 


D Darly's Death Fam, indeed, once 
more /a Queen, again enjoy thoſe 
Pleaſures which Power affords, and have 
the Means of puniſhing or rewarding in- 
different Perſons, and in trifling Cauſes; yet 
am] ſtill cixcumſcrib'd, the more material 


Buſineſs of my Life remains unfiniſh'd ; 


I am a Queen, but you are not a King, 
"till I accompliſh that, the Work is not 
compleat, nor can I taſte the Sweets of 
Royalty. begin to think Murray, at 


laſt, fincere, and approve of your Defign 


in engaging him to favour your Divorce, 
Ol which 
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which the Biſhop ſeems to make a ſlight 
Matter of, but 1 am afraid will not be ſo 
eaſily obtain d as he or you may imagine. 
—— The Apology you make for your _ 
Stay at Dunbritton is altogether needleſs, | 

am ſo far from reſenting it, that I look on 
this Self-denial as the moſt prudent T hing 
you ever did. There are, at this Time, 
many Eyes upon our Actions, and to be 


too frequently ſeen together at preſent, 


might be a Means of preventing our be- 
ing for ever together hereafter. Send 
me a Copy of what you write to Murray, 
enclos'd in your next, and, if poſſible, 
make an Intereft with Lansford, in whoſe 


Power it is to be ſerviceable to you on 
this Account: Let my Secretary know 


what Sums are wanting to carry it on, 
and they ſhall be remitted to you. Mor- 
ton, and ſome others, attend to ſpeak with 
me, and I have Time to ſay no more, but 
that J am ever my dear Bot hbrcll's. 


M. R. 


1 
The Biſhop of Roſs intends you a long 
Letter of Inſtruction, which J wou'd 


haye you oblerve in every Thing: You 
have 
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have not a better, . nor a more fincere 


Friend on Earth. 
Er PS NS NS ED 
LETTER IX. 


It was in the utmoſt Tranſports of impatient and 


expeiting Love that this Epiſtle was diitated, and 
feems to be immediately after the Earl had ob- 
tain'd the Divorce from his Wife, which, ac- 
cording to Caſtlenaw, Bucchanan and Melvil, 


was on the 11th or 12th of May, in the Jear 


I 567. | 


# , *Ortune, grown weary of perſecuting 

me, at length grows as extravagant 
in her Bleſhngs, as ſhe was the former Part 
of my Life in her Cruelty.----- Your Di- 


vorce being now look'd on as good as 


compleated, Murray himſelf propos'd you 


to me for a Husband, nay, ſeem'd eager 
in his Preſſures, That I wou'd give him 
my Promiſe that you ſhould become ſo 
immediately after you were in a Conditi- 
on. Scarce coud I contain the Joy of 
my exulting Soul, ſcarce keep my Tongue 
from letting him know how much my 
Heart took Part with his Perſuaſions, and 

E 2 never 
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never did I fo much as then aſſume the 
Politician ; ---- Had any other diſcours'd 
me in that Manner, ſure I am, I had not 
been able to have conceal'd the Pleaſure 
it gave me; but the often experienc'd 
Falſhood of that Earl fecur'd my Cauti- 
on, and made me reply no otherwiſe than 
That I would be advis'd by him in every 
Thing :---"Tis poſſible that he may, in 
this, *be nnd but to apprehend the 
worſt, is certainly moſt fate ; he cannot, 
however, recede from what he has laid, 
and Morton, and ſeveral others, have of 
late ſpoke of you with that Reſpect, that 
I am convinc'd he has communicated to 
them his Intentions of uniting us. Tho 
I know you are to be in Edinburgh in fo 
ſhort a Time, I cou'd not delay making 
you Partaker of thoſe Tranſports you are 
the Author of ;---- There is a Delicacy in 
ſuch a Love as mine, which will not ſuffer 
me to be bleſt alone; and when I think 
this happy News has reach'd you, ſhall 
indulge my ſelf in Sympathy, with thoſe 
Extaſies which, I flatter my ſelf, you will 
feel at the Receipt of ſo unexpected an In- 
formation, ----- Make all the convenient 
Speed you can to Town, I now long with 
| double 
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double Impatience for your Preſence : It 
is not Bothwell, a Man, whoſe Freedom 
with me Love alone cou'd authorize, but 
my intended Husband, and my future 
King, that 1 ſhall now embrace : --- Haſte 
then to the Arms, thou ever preſent to 
the Heart of 

M. R. 
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LI KX. 
This was occaſion'd on the Firſt Contrivance of the 
pretended Raviſhment, as Bucchanan terms it, 
and diſcovers alſo, that Murray and Morton 


had a Hand in this, us well as in the Murder of 
the Ring; tho the former of them made this 


Action appear wholly the Queens own Act, when ' 


the Afair was eramin'd into ly the Delegates of 
Queen Elizabeth at York. 


Receiy'd yours at a Time when I was 
ſo overwhelm'd in Grief, that ſcarce 
the towing Tears wou'd give me Leave 
to read it: Need had I, my dear Both- 
well, of all that Confolation which this 
new Stratagem affords, yet am I not con- 
vinc'd, plauſible as it ſeems, of its Suc- 
ceſs; 
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ceſs ; we are ſo much accuſtom'd to Trea- 
chery, that, methinks, there is nothing 
to be depended on: Shou'd this pre- 


* 


tended Rebellion you have in Hand, be 


detected or betray d by any you confide 


in, by what Pretence can I ſcreen you 


from the Sword of Juſtice ; ſhou'd I not 


be oblig'a to give you up to Law, and 


hear you condemn'd for this imaginary 
Crime: However, as our Caſe is deſ- 


perate, I will not confine you from making 
ule of alt the Methods, ingenious Love 


can form for our common Felicity; this 


brings a Sum large enough to raiſe more 


Men than you will have Occaſion for, and 


depend, that I will come attended by as 


few as poſſible. ----- Hamilton is the Perſon 


J moſt fear, both for his Courage, and 


the Intereſt he has in thoſe Parts: I can- 
not think it was well adyis'd, that Mur- 
ray fhou'd not be in the Way, his Preſence 
would have been of infinitely more Ser- 
vice than that of Morton, but that 1s now 
paſt recal, and if he has engag'd ſo many 
Hands as he pretends to you, for the 
ſigning the Articles of our Marriage, I 
do not, indeed, forelee it will be in the 
Power of the contrary Party to oppoſe it. 
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ſtracting Suſpence. Adieu. 
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aw muſt, however, all along, appear 


refractory to that, which is the only With 
of my deſiring Soul: How ſhall I ſo 
greatly diflemble ? How appear at the 
Head of an Army, animating them to 
purſue to Death the Man! love far more 
than Life? How ſeem to repreſent that as a 
Rape, which to embrace, I would run 


through the moſt'eminent Dangers! —--— 
aſſiſt me, all the Artifices of my Sex, for 


all will be too little in ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance. ---- The Biſhop of Roſs ſmiles at 
my Fears, and ſeems aſſur d of Succeſs: 
----] know his Integrity, and, as | find, 
Murray has been perfectly fincere in this 


Affair, doubt not but he has left Emiſſa- 
ries capable of bringing it about; yet, 


 Poubts and Anxieties are ever the inſe- 


perable Companions of Love, while in 
Purſuit; Heaven ſend ours once com- 
pleated, and give ſome Period to this di- 


e 

P. S. Once more I warn you to be 
careful who you truſt in this Affair: 
Remember 'tis our laſt Stake, and if this 
fails, farewell to all Hope of Happinet 


hereafter. 2 * 
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LETTER XI. 


Jh Bucchanan / very ftrenuonſly takes upon him 
the Vindication of Murray, *tis evident by this, 
and the preceding Letter, that he was the Pro- 
moter of this Deſign; and that before he left 
Edinburgh, he had engag'd moſt of the Nobility 
to ſet their Hands to the Articles of Marriage 
Letween the Queen and Bothwell. It is re- 
mark*d ty Caſtlenaw, Melvil, Cauſſin, and 
even Cambden himſelf, that when there was 
am ſmifter Affair in Hand, that ſubtile Politi- 
cian, Murray, always took Care to be abſent, 
leaving his under Engine to work out the 
Schemes he had form d, and by that Means reap d 
- the Profit of his Deſiens, and threw all the Odi- 
wm on the Queen. | | 


T Write to you with infinitely more 
Tranquility of Mind, than that with 


which my laſt was dictated. Murray 
has well retriev'd his Character, and more 


contributed to my Felicity than hereto- 
fore to my Vexation. The Biſhop of 
Orkney, from whom ] leaſt expected it, is 
wholly on our Side, and tis the Earl to 


% 
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the Number of the oblig'd, becauſe 1 
really am ſo; tho' they who ſerve me 


moft, believe, at the tame Time, they 


are acting the Reverſe of my Inclinations. 
---- dee by this, how very neceflary Diſ 


ſimulation 1s;---my very Enemies, by 


imagining they undo me, make the Hap- 
pineſs of my Life, and thoſe who with 


to ſee me moſt wretched, unite to make 
me moſt compleatly bleſt : --- Did Murray, 
Morton, Orkney, and the reſt of that tur- 


bulent Faction, know the perfect Attach- 


ment we have to each other, wou d they 


thus plot to join us? No, rather they 


would ſever us for ever. —— Thus by a 
Concealment of our mutual Tenderneſs, 
do we diſappoint all the Stratagems, 
which otherwiſe wou'd be form'd to the 
Ruin of it, and triumph in Security. ----- 
expect not to hear from you any more, 
neither do I deſire it; the great Deſign 
grows now ſo near the Point of being 
executed, that I wou'd have your Thoughts 
wholly taken up with managing, to the 
beſt Advantage, this laſt, and only Tryal 
of our Fortune. Iam now of Opinion, 

that it annot fail, and feed my fond Ima- 
gination with a Thouſand glorious Idea's 
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of your approaching Greatneſs. ---- It will 
be a Joy unſpeakable to ſee you on the 
Scoteſh Throne, but to reflect you are 
ſeated there by me; a Pride and Pleaſure, 
which 1t 1s not in Language to repreſent, 
and can only be reach'd by Thought. 
Oh! my Bothwell! my Heart beats high 
with ExpeQation, and every Faculty of 
my Soul's on Fire with the impatient 
Hope :----"Tis but Three Days before the 
great Cataſtrophe arrives, yet do they 
ſeem ſo many Ages; be you more cool 
to attend the long d- for Iſſue, or you will 
be little able to carry on the Charge en- 
truſted to your Care, and on which de- 
pends not only our Lives, but future 
Fame. ---- Indulge, in Secret, the ſwelling 
Rapture, but let no.outward Sign of Joy 
appear, till you are, paſs'd Prevention, in 


the Arms of 
M. R. 


ABSTRACT 
The Life of MART STUART, 
Queen of Scotland; 


Extracted from the beſt, and moſt cele- 
brated Authors of that Time. 


BRAN H O' nothing can be more diffe- 


N 
WA, 


rent, than the Teſtimonies which 
are given of the Conduct and 
Diſpoſition of this unfortuna e 
Princeſs; yet all agree, That ſhe was not 
only the moſt lovelieſt, but alſo moſt 
accompliſh'd and wittieſt Women of her 
Time. 

But as Wit, without Wiſdom, rather 
ſubjects the Owner to Inadvertancies, 


than the contrary; ſo the Brightneſs of 
F 2 her 
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her Genius inclining her more to other 
Studies than that of Policy, ſhe was of- 
ten greatly at a Loſs for thoſe Maxims 
neceſſary for all Perſons; but more parti- 


cularly for Princes to obſerve: And her 


Youth, Gaiety, and good Humour, render- 
ing her often forgetful of her Birth, gave 


Room for Encroachments to be made on 


her Prerogative ; which afterwards, ſhe 
found was not in her Power to remove. 

When married very young to the Dau- 
phin of France, afterwards Frances the Se- 
cond'; Katherine de Medicis, Queen Mo- 
ther, taking the Advantage of her eaſy 
Nature, manag'd every Thing as ſhe 
pleas'd ; and when the came to be a Wi- 


dow, took Care to make Things ſo un- 


eaſy to her, that ſhe was oblig'd to leave 
France ; tho' the Place where ſhe had re- 
ceivd the beſt Part of her Education, 
had many Relations and Friends, and 
which to quit ſhe look'd on as the great- 
eſt Misfortune that cou'd befall her. Mon- 


eur Brantome ſays, That when ſhe em- 


bark'd ſhe appear'd ſo diſconſolate, and 
void of all Comfort, that ſhe drew Tears 
from the Eyes of as many as accompa- 
ny'd her. 

As 


/ 
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As ſhe grew to riper Years, her Paſſi- 
ons encreas'd in Strength, but her Softneſs 
of Diſpoſition ſtill remain d; and tho? 
Bucchanan brands her with Cruel and Ma- 
licious, all the other Writers of her Life 
have laid the Miſcarriages of it rather on 
her being too open to Perſuaſion, and 
Readineſs to believe the Infinuations of 
her falſe Friends, than any Intention of 
revenging the Inſults offer'd her by her 
public Enemies. 
On her landing in Scotland, ſhe found 
the Kingdom divided between Two Facti- 
ons; the one headed by the Earl of Ha- 
milton, and the other by James Stuart 
Earl of Murray, both equally Enemies to 
her Authority, as they were to the Peace 
of their Country. But, as if thele were 
not enough to diſtract the Mind of a 
young Princeſs, little accuſtom'd to the 
Toils of State, there aroſe a Third, who, 
under a Pretence of Love, made her feel 
all the Effects of Hate; this was John 
Gordon, eldeſt Son to the Earl of Huntley : 
The Earl of Arran alſo, Heir of the Ha- 
milton Race, flattering his Imagination 
with ambitious Views, hop'd to raiſe 
himfelf to the Dignity of King by mar- 
+ 0 | rying 
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rying his Queen: Both finding their Ad- 

dreſſes ſlighted, were either one or the 
other continually raiſing Rebellions, en- 
deavouring to ſeize that by Force, which 
they found impoſſible to obtain by Iuſinu- 
ations, and tearing the Boſom of the King- 
dom with inteſtine Jarrs. For this Part 


of the Troubles in Scotland, fee Cambden, 


Spotſwood, Melvil, Cuſtlenaus, &c. 


Young Gordon being apprehended, and 
expiating on a publick Scaffold, the 


Fault of his Ambition, gave a Terror to 
the reſt ; the Hamiltons preſum'd not to 
make any farther Claim for ſome Time, 
and Murray ſeem'd to applaud the Juſtice 
of the Queen; tho' all the while he pri- 
vately inſinuated among thoſe inclinable 
to believe the worſt, That ſhe had pri- 
- vately encourag'd the Addrefles of that 
Lord, and but thro' Compulſion, ſuffer'd 
him to fall a Sacrifice to Intereſts of State. 

Bur this Tranquility was but of ſhort 


Continuance ; the Proteſtants, headed 


by the Earl of Murray, who made Reli- 


gion the Cloak of his Ambition, began 


to raiſe new Diſturbances in the North ; 
and this giving a Pretence to the Hamil- 
tons to take up Arms again, kindled ſuch 
a 


a Wild-fire among the People, as for ma- 
ny Tears was not extinguiſh d; but on the 
leaſt Diſguſt, on either Side, blaz d out 
almoſt to the Deſtruction of the Nation. 
In the midſt of theſe Perplexities, the 


Cardinal of Lorrain, Uncle to the Scotiſo 


Queen, propos'd Charles Duke of Auſtria 
to her, for a Husband ; but Queen El:za- 
beth, who kept her in continual Awe, by 
Reaſon of her Expectations of ſucceeding 
her in the Throne of England, deterr'd 
her from accepting this Offer ; which, in 
all Probability, had been a Defence from 
the ill Fate which ſoon after attended her, 
he being a powerful Prince, Son to the 
Emperor Ferdinand, and ally'd to the 
greateſt Monarchs in Europe. There were 
alto, at the ſame Time, Ambaſſadors ſent 
from Philip the Second of Spain, to treat 
with her about a Marriage with his Son, 
the Infant Don Carlos; but this, as well 
as the other, the Enghſh Queen oblig'd 
her to reject; and, to ſhow how much ſhe 
was in Earneft, writ a Letter to her with 
her own Hand, telling her, That if ſhe 
entertain'd any Hope of ſucceeding to 
her Crown, ſhe muſt not think of match- 


ing with a Foreigner; and aſſuring her, 


That 
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That if ſhe would accept of Henry Stews 
art, Lord Darly, Son to the Duke of Le- 
nor, ſhe wou'd cauſe her, on the next ſit- 
ting of the Parliament, to be declar'd her 
Heir. By all Accounts, as well as the 
foregoing Letters, ſhe had about this 
Time, entertain'd that fatal Paſſion for 

the Earl of Bothwell, which plung'd her 
into all the enſuing Misfortunes of her 

Life: But this was, as yet, a Secret cloſe 
lodg'd within her own Breaſt: And as ſhe 
made the Queen of England's Propoſals; 

and the Fear ſhe was in of diſobligin 
her, an Excuſe for refuſing all others; 10 | 

| likewiſe, ſhe found Evaſions to put off 
the Lord Darly allo, for a conſiderable 
Time : But Murray, who, according to 
Spatſwood, had his own Reaſons for obli- 
ging her to comply with this laſt Offer, 
diſtreſs d her fo much with his Party, that 
ſhe was, at laſt, driven to take Shelter in 
thole Arms which her Inclinations wou'd 
have made her ſhun. 
A Marriage thus made up, cou'd not 
be expected to be very fortunate 3 the 
Queen thought her {elf above counter- 
feiting a T enccrnets which ſhe was inca- 
pable of feeling, and her Indifference, in a 
little 
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little Time, occaſion'd her Husband to 


treat her with the ſame ; till the Animo- 


ſity grew ſo great between them, that 


they not only parted Beds, but Houſes al- 
ſo: As he pretended to exert the Autho- 
rity of a Husband, ſhe endeavour'd to 


do that of a Queen ; and ill Offices being 


done by thoſe truſted on both Sides, to- 
gether with her unhappy Paſſion for Both- 
well, brought her, at laſt, as Bucchanan 


undertakes to prove, to conſent to his 
Death: But other Writers are of a con- 
trary Opinion; tho' all Circumſtances, 
and in particular, theſe Letters written 


by her own Hand, leave us no Room to 


doubt the Truth of it. 


Once more a Widow, ſhe thought ſhe 
had it in her Power to raiſe the Man ſhe 


lov'd, to Authority; but a little Time 
convinc'd her, That, tho' a Queen, ſhe 
was leſs Miſtreſs of her ſelf, than the 


meaneſt of her Subjects; and that to 
make Bothrucll a King, ſhe muſt have Re- 


courſe to Artifices, to which ſhe was not 
in her Nature inclinable. Murray, Mor- 


ton, and ſome others, who wiſh'd the 
Ruin of them both, contriv'd that he 


ſhould ſeize the Perſon of the Queen, as | 
ſhe was going to Stirling to viſit the young 


Prince 
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Prince her Son : Theſe Meaſures, her 
unadviſed Paſſion obliging her to give in- 
to, was, indeed, the Blot of her Life; 
and caus'd many to think her guilty, who 
otherwiſe would have parted with their 
deareſt Blood in Vindication of her In- 
nocence; Viz. Caſtlenaw, who laments 
this Tranſaction in very moving Terms, 
as does allo Monfieur Brantome, and Bi- 
ſhop Leſly, in endeavouring to defend, 
makes 1t appear more blameable. 
Seemingly forc'd to what ſhe moſt de- 
fir'd, Bothwell was at laſt married to her; 
but little Satisfaction did theſe Nuptials 
| Es Morton, and the reſt of the rebel- 
ous Lords, took the Opportunity of aſ- 
perſing the Act they had been the chief 
inftruments of promoting, and rais'd a 
conſiderable Body of Men, under Pre- 
tence of bringing Bothwell to Juſtice, for 
the Murder of the King and Raviſhment 
of the Queen; tho' in | both theſe Facts 
he had been but the Tool of their Defigns, 
and for the Firſt of them had been de- 
clar'd guiltleſs in open Court, where he 
had taken his Tryal : *Tis true, indeed, 
the Judges had been corrupted, but it 
was by thoſe very Perſons who now ac- 


cus 4 him; - and who had, all this Time, 
no 
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flo other Aim than to make him, firſt, 
ſubſer vient to their Ambition, and after- 
ward to fall a Sacrifice to it. This 1sevi- 


dent from his own Confeſſion made at Den- 


mark, juſt before his Death, and publiſh'd 
by that King in all the Courts of Europe. 
_ Having rais'd an Army in Oppofition 


to that which the Earl of Morton led into 
the Field, the Queen wou'd needs accom- 


pany him; but, the Day before the 
Charge was to be given, the Earl, whe- 
ther dubious of the Succeſs of Battle, 


and fearing the Puniſhments to which he 


ſhou'd be expos'd, if defeated ; or, as 


ſome Authors affirm, terrify'd in his Con- 


ſcience by the Idea of the murder'd King; 


or, as others will have it, on a ſudden 


Quarrel between the Queen and him, is 
uncertain to this Day, but he forſook the 
Camp, and ſtealing privately away, was 
never ſeen in Scotland after. Nor was his 
Departure more ſtrange than that the 
Queen, immediately on it, refign'd her 
{elf into the Hands of the Rebels, having 
no other Security than their Promiſe, 


That they wou'd uſe her as their Queen. 


Her Infatuation, as Brantome juſtly terms 
it, was fo great, that ſne never ſo much as 
ask d to what Place they were conducting 

62 
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her, till ſhe found her ſelf cloſe Priſoner 
in the Caſtle of Lochleven, under the Cu- 
ſtody of che Earl of Murray's Mother, 
formerly the Concubine of King James 

the Fifth. This cruel Woman treated 
her Royal Priſoner with the utmoit In- 
dignity, telling her, She was no more 
than an Uſurper,* and boaſting, that ſhe 
was the lawful Wife of the deceas'd Mo- 
narch ; and that the Crown, of Right, 
belong'd to her Son Fames Stuart. 

In this terrible Confinement it was, 
that Morton, and the reſt of that Faction, 
forc'd her to fign an Inftrument of Abdi- 
cation, reſigning the Kingdom to her Son, 
and appointing the Earl of Murray Re- 
gent, during his Minority. Caſtlenavu, 
in his Memoirs, reports, That the Lord 
Lindſay ſtood over her while ſhe ſet her 
Hand to this Paper; and as herTears and 
Tremblings, for ſome Moments, wou'd not 
give her Leave to do it, he bad her make 
haſte, or he wou'd oblige her to fizn it with 
her Blood. In this Manner Brantome, as we 
as Caſtlenawy and Cauſſin, relates this Story. 

This being done, ſhe was leſs ſtrictiy 
guarded than before; and William Dou- 
vlaſs, a Youth, of about Fourteen Years 


of Age, compalſionating her Diſtreſs, _ | 
| tne 
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the Key of the Apartment where ſhe was 


confin'd, and having prepard a Boat, 
convey'd her over the Lake, here the 
Lord Seaton, with a ſmall Body of Horle, 


waited to receive her, and attended her 


to Weſt-Lothian; there 2 great Number 
of the Nobility and Gentry flock d to her, 


acknowledging her ſtill-as their Sovereign 


and lawful Queen. This 1s atteſted by 
Cambden and Spotſwood, as well as Cauſſin, 
and the Writers of the different Party. 
Great Numbers of People flocking to 
her from all Parts, ſhe form'd out of them 
a kind of regular Army, and began to 
march towards Glaſcow, where the Earl 
of Murray then was, but he having al- 


ways Troops in Readineſs, came forth to 


meet her, with Forces ſo much ſuperior, 
that ſhe, with Reaſon, was unwilling to 
hazard a Battle : She was, however, en- 
courag'd to it by the Earl of Argyle, who 
depending on the Juſtice of the Cauſe, 
thought himſelf ſecure of Victory : The 
Engagement was very fierce on both Sides, 
but, in the End, the Queen's Troops were 
wholly routed, and ſeveral Hundred Men 
kill'd on the Spot. 
Blackwood reports, That a Perſon, who 


had eſpous d her Cauſe for no other Pur- 
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poſe than to betray her, had diſclos'd her 


Deſigns to the Regent, the Night before 
the Battle; and ad vis d him by what Means 
he ſhould diſpoſe his Army, ſo as to make 
it moſt ſerviceable; and that on this In- 
formation he took Poſſeſſion of the Ground 
near Lang ſide, and owed his Victory 


wholly to the Advantage of this Scituation. 


It was with no ſmall Fatigue and Ha- 


zard, that this unhappy Queen ſcap'd fal- 
ling into the Hands of her Enemies this 


Day, being oblig' d to ride Sixty Miles be- 
fore ſhe reſted. A few faithful Friends 
were the Companions of her Flight, who 
attended her to Dundreven, a Seat of the 
Lord Herris's, where ſhe ſtay'd a little 
Time to refreſh her ſelf, and to conſult 
which Part of the World was moſt likely 


to afford her Shelter. France or England 


were the only Places where ſhe cou'd pro- 
muſe herſelf to find it; and after ſome 
little Debate, made Choice of the latter ; 
tho' the Archbiſhop of St. Andrew's en- 


treated her, with Tears in his Eyes, to 


the contrary : Caſtlena and Sir James Mel- 
vil affirm, That when ſhe took Shipping 
he leapd into the Water, ſtill conjuring 


her to turn back, till he was almoſt ſwal- 


low'd up by the Waves, and carried back 
per 


41 
on. 
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per Force by his Servants, who plung'd 


in aer „ 
; S8oon did ſhe find how much Reaſon 
| that good Prelate had to fear the Recep- 
tion the wou'd meet with. As ſhe was on 
| the Road to London, ſhe was met by theLord 
3 Scroop and Louder, Depyty-Warden of the 
Caſtle of Carliſle ; and, by them, con- 
vey'd thither as a Priſoner; having been 
firit inform'd, That the Eugliſb Queen cou'd 
; not conſent to ſee her, till ſhe had clear'd 
r- her ſelf of theCrimes laid to her Charge. 
Many Years ſhe remain'd in Cuſtody, 
tho' not in one Place, being frequently re- 
: - mov(d from one Priſon to another; tear- 
ing that her extraordinary Beauty and Ac- 
cCompliſhments thou'd move her Keepers 
. to Compaſſion, as it had done the young 
' Lord Dovglaſs; continual Attempts being 
made to ſet her at Liberty, in particular, 
thoſe of the Duke of Norfolk, Ridolph, 
and Babington, for which the Duke loſt 
his Head, by the malicious Treachery of 
Murray, and moſt of the Engliſh Peers, all 
pretending abſolute Friendſhip to him. 
She was Try'd by the Deputies of Queen 
Elizabeth, and, at laſt, after almoſt Nine- 
teen Years Impriſonment, beheaded in 
Fotheringbam Caſtle, in Northampton. The 
Hiſtory 
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- Hiſtory of her Tryali is too well Tere 5 
need to be inſerted here; or, to thoſe igno- 
rant of it, maybe ſeen at large in Cambden. 
Thus ended 5 a Life, which, from the 
Beginning; ſeem d to be under the Di- 
rection of no friendly Planet; beſet with 
Difficulties on every Side, of a Diſpoſiti- 
on deteſting, and unht for Buſineſs, or EA 
Toils of State, yet doom'd to know no 
Reſpite from them ; plung'd in inceſſant 
Cares, with ſcarce an Hour of Happineſs 
to relax the Weight; unſucceſsful in all 
her Undertakings, and only fortunate, 
That neither the Weakneſs of her Sex, or 
the Fears of Death, cou d make her be- 
have, in her laſt Moments, ſo as to give 
her Enemies any Cauſe totri zumph over her, 
dying much more a Queen tharf ſhe: had 
liv'd, and by her Fortygide and Magnani- 
mity, proving, i hat had Fortune been on 
her Side, ſhe might have made as glorious 
a Figure in Hiſtory, as now ſhe does the 
contrary ; nothing being more true than 
thoſe Lines of the Poet, 


For that which makes a Monarchs "Hap pine 
Ts not in "reigning well, .but With e 
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